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STATE OF OHIO

)

IN THE COURT COMMON PLEAS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY

) SS.
)

CASE NO. 312322

ALAN DAVIS, et al.,
Plaintiff,
v.

STATE OF OHIO,
Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

ORDER REGARDING RELEASE
OF JUROR BIOGRAPHICAL
INFORMATION

On February 7, 2000, this Court, after conducting a hearing at which the parties, the media
and the public were given the opportunity to be heard, prohibited, inter alia, release of the Court's
biographical information concerning the venire in this case.
On April 12, 2000, the jury returned a verdict. Afterward, this Court advised the jurors in
open court that they were discharged from their duty not to discuss this case with members of the
public. This Court gave the jurors the opportunity, as each of them saw fit, to speak after the verdict
with counsel, the press, and this Court.
The jurors did meet with this Court. At said meeting, each of the jurors directly advised the
Court that they did not wish to speak with the attorneys or the press. Therefore, this Court finds that
the jurors have requested continued protection of their respective rights to privacy.
This Court wrote a letter to each petitjuror, including alternates, advising them that members
of the press have contacted this Court and expressed a desire to meet with the jurors. A copy of that
letter is attached hereto and made a part of this Order. Pursuant to this Order, the Court will release
those names and addresses of consenting jurors on Wednesday, April 19, 2000 at 4:30 p.m.

It is so ordered .
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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA
JUSTICE CENTER
1200 ONTARIO STREET

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44113

RONALD SUSTER
JUDGE
443-8727

April 14,2000

Re: Charles Murray, Administrator of the Estate of Samuel Sheppard v. State of Ohio

Dear
I want to thank you again for your service as jurors in this case. Your dedication and
commitment to justice in this case was remarkable.
As I mentioned to you already, you are free to speak with anyone you wish regarding this
case. At the same time, you are not obligated to speak with anyone.
Members of the press have indicated a continuing desire to speak with you and have asked
me to release your addresses and telephone numbers. Initially, I ordered that this information not
be released. Currently, the Ohio Supreme Court is considering whether that information, as well as
the other information in the Court's files and your completed juror questionnaires, should be
released.
In the meantime, I am interested in knowing your views about the release of your addresses
and telephone numbers. Please call my chambers immediately, (216) 443-8727, and speak with me,
Bailiff John Thomas, or Staff Attorneys Kate Ryan or John Martin, and advise us of your wishes in
this regard. A message may be left on voicemail as well. In order to resolve this as quickly as
possible, we will be checking messages over the weekend and during evenings.

Again, on behalf of myself and the citizens of this County, thank you again for the
extraordinary example you have given all of us of what it means to be a responsible juror and a
responsible citizen.
Sincerely,

Ronald Suster

